THE DOUBLE-DEALING BASTARDS OF THE
U.S. CONGRESS ARE SCREWING OVER
CITIZENS WITH THEIR CRONYISM

Members of Congress Take Lobbyist Jobs
Paying as Much as $4 Million

It pays for lawmakers to swing through the revolving door

and join the ranks of influence peddilers.

Lee Fang

The revolving door in Washington is perhaps the most pernicious form of corruption. It

is illegal for incumbents to receive direct financial rewards from the interest groups that
lobby them daily. But financial rewards are often delayed until retirement. While
serving, members angle for high-paid private sector positions, trading favors and votes
for a future career after working as an elected official. A member of Congress earning a
$174,000 salary can multiply that by retiring and taking a position with a lobbying firm
or corporate interest.

In other words, a powerful incentive keeping many lawmakers loyal to special interest
groups is the hope of one day swapping roles.

The influence-peddling world is filled with scores of former lawmakers. However, few
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disclose how much they earn in the private sector. Over a decade ago, I wrote about
this dynamic using existing public disclosures. Recent headlines about lawmakers
rushing to join the ranks of K Street are a reminder that little has changed.

I combed through existing tax records, corporate annual reports, and ethics filings to
show the known salaries of recent revolving door lawmakers.

Former Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Michigan: $987,337

Rogers oversaw intelligence issues for years, including a stint as chair of the House
Intelligence Committee. In 2014, he left elected office and began consulting for various
intelligence contractors. These relationships were not public until a few months ago
when he began running for U.S. Senate. His disclosures showed that over a nearly two-
year period, he collected $1,974,674 from consulting with IronNet, Nokia, D-Wave
Systems, Mitre Corporation, SAP National Security Systems, and other contractors.
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Former Rep. Jim Nussle, R-Iowa: $2,633,557

Nussle served as a lawmaker from 1991-2007 and then as the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget for two years. In 2014, he was hired to lead the Credit Union
National Association, a lobby group for credit unions. The organization recently
rebranded as America’s Credit Unions.

Former Sen. Ken Salazar, D-Colorado: $3,489,255
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Salazar was elected to the Senate in 2004. He left his first term early to become
Secretary of the Interior. After the Obama administration, Salazar joined the law firm
WilmerHale as a partner. He worked for several oil and gas interests, including
Anadarko, Chevron, and ConocoPhillips. He also advised Facebook and Water Asset
Management, a New York hedge fund famous for buying water rights across western
lands. He left private practice to join the Biden administration as ambassador to Mexico.
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Former Rep. Pat Tiberi, R-Ohio: $1,046,747

Tiberi was elected in 1992 and served for twenty-six years in Congress. He left to lead
the Ohio Business Roundtable, a trade group representing large business interests
such as Amazon, Google, Cintas, and Cardinal Health.

$800,000 wire transfer from billionaire
donor to US Chamber raises curtain on dark

money

by Taylor Giorno

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce received an $800,000 wire transfer from billionaire
donor Hank Meijer days after it endorsed his son, then-Rep. Peter Meijer (R-Mich.), in a

contentious 2022 primary, according to previously unreported internal emails reviewed
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by The Hill. Within days of the transfer, the Chamber spent $381,000 on “Media
Advertisement - Energy and Taxes - Mentioning Rep. Peter Meijer,” according to a
report filed with the Federal Election Commission (FEC).

But because the ad — titled “Thank you, Rep. Peter Meijer” — does not explicitly
advocate for his election or defeat, the pro-business lobbying giant did not have to

legally disclose the donation from Hank Meijer, the co-chair and CEO of the Meijer chain

of superstores. It also did not have to disclose any other potential contributions behind
the $1.8 million it told the FEC it spent on “electioneering communications” that cycle.

Emails obtained by The Hill lay out the timeline of the endorsement, donation and ad
buy just weeks before the Aug. 2, 2022, House GOP primary in Michigan. Campaign
finance experts told The Hill that the emails pull back the curtain on a surge of “dark
money” in U.S. elections, spending where the ultimate source of the money is not
publicly disclosed.

“They're exploiting a legal loophole to help them conceal the sources of election
spending in this race,” said Saurav Ghosh, director of federal campaign finance reform
at the nonprofit watchdog Campaign Legal Center (CLC), which filed a complaint during
the 2020 cycle alleging an individual later identified as Hank Meijer tried to obscure
separate donations by using a limited liability corporation (LLC) to donate to another
super PAC supporting his son.

“And they're doing it in a very sophisticated way, but ultimately the voters suffer as a
result,” Ghosh added.

Nonprofits such as the Chamber are not legally required to publicly disclose their
donors. The Supreme Court recently ruled nonprofit disclosure requirements violated
donors’ First Amendment rights and risk deterring donors who don’t want their names
to be public.

Under federal campaign finance law, however, it is illegal for a campaign and spender

to coordinate on so-called “independent expenditures” — election communications
such as an ad. But the involvement of a candidate’s family member is not de facto
coordination, campaign finance experts told The Hill, and so long as the group does not
coordinate with the candidate, campaign or its agents on an endorsement, or spending
touting that endorsement, they would legally be in the clear.

Both the Chamber and John Truscott, a Meijer family spokesman, insisted the donation
complied with all applicable laws. But neither the Chamber nor Truscott answered

specific questions about the timing of or discussion around the donation, the terms of
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the contribution and how that money was used.

“The personal contribution made two years ago to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Voter Education Fund was in full accordance with all laws and regulations,” Truscott told
The Hill.

A Chamber spokesperson told The Hill that the organization “operates consistent with
all applicable campaign finance laws, including restrictions related to coordinated
activities and requirements around donor disclosure” and “timely reported this
advertisement to the FEC, providing all information required by law.”

But the timing of the donation so soon after the endorsement “raises some serious
questions” about the arrangement between the Chamber and Hank Meijer, said Anna
Massoglia, a dark money expert and the editorial and investigations manager at the
nonpartisan money-in-politics tracking nonprofit OpenSecrets.

“It is not unheard of for the parents of candidates to fund super PACs or other outside
groups that spend in support of their children, and it is perfectly legal so long as
disclosure and coordination rules are followed,” Massoglia said.

“The biggest question ... would be what agreements, if any, are in place behind the
scenes with this. Is this explicitly giving money for an endorsement or their support? Or
was this a big coincidence that the timing was so close?”

Ghosh, Massoglia and other campaign finance experts argue the status quo of dark
money disclosure hurts everyday citizens who are unable to see the people behind the
massive campaigns or see evidence about their motives.

“That’s the essential problem with political activity by these entities: They're a black
box,” Ghosh said.

While unprecedented sums of dark money poured into the 2022 election, the 2024
election is on track to set a new record.

More than $210 million in dark money contributions have already been funneled into
political groups during the 2024 election cycle, according to Massoglia. That's up from
$170 million at the same point during the 2022 election cycle and more than double the
amount tracked at this point in the 2020 election cycle.

“It's important for voters to be able to have information about who's funding groups
that are spending to influence their vote or influence their opinions generally, so that
they can better evaluate the information they're consuming from those groups,”
Massoglia told The Hill.



Voters “may trust the Chamber because of its reputation as a pro-business group, as a
trade association, and not realize who all is actually behind [an ad],” she added.

How the Chamber came to back Meijer

Peter Meijer was in a tough spot.

One of 10 House Republicans who had voted to impeach former President Trump for
“incitement of insurrection” on Jan. 6, 2021, he faced a Trump-endorsed challenger in
the GOP primary in early August 2022.

Against the backdrop of this heated primary, the Chamber endorsed Meijer on July 11, a

Monday.

The Meijer company is a member of the Chamber, and Hank Meijer is a member
through his business, Truscott, the Meijer family spokesperson, told The Hill. The
company is also a member of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, Grand Rapids
Chamber of Commerce, Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, Muskegon Lakeshore
Chamber of Commerce and the Indiana Chamber of Commerce.

On the morning of Friday, July 15, John Van Fossen, vice president of government
relations for the Meijer company, sent an email to Neil Bradley, the U.S. Chamber’s chief
policy officer.

“Everything is being processed,” Van Fossen said.

That afternoon, a Chamber staffer sent Bradley an email that said, “Hank Meijer’s office
called me an hour ago — they are wiring in $800k Monday. This will be for VE —
correct?” referencing the Voter Education Fund.

“Correct.” Bradley responded.

Late Monday, July 18, in an email with the subject line “Contribution Form - H.G.
Meyer/Meijer,” Nancy Duchaine, an associate at Greenville Partners — an organization

that supports the Meijer family’s financial and philanthropic endeavors — emailed the

Chamber to say, “Our approver was held up in meetings today so you will see this come
through tomorrow.”

“Attached is the contribution form to accompany the $800,000 donation wired out
earlier today,” Duchaine had sent in an email earlier that evening.

The following morning, a Chamber staffer sent Bradley an email with the messages that
said, “800k confirmed in writing below.”
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“thx,” Bradley responded.

A few days later, on Thursday, July 21, the Chamber started running an ad on energy
and tax issues that mentions Peter Meijer.

Bradley, Van Fossen, Duchaine and Peter Meijer did not respond to requests for
comment.

The Chamber’s ad

The ad praises Peter Meijer but stops short of using the eight specific words and
phrases established in the Supreme Court’s 1976 decision in Buckley v. Valeo that would

require the Chamber to report the ad as an independent expenditure, and thus disclose

" i n u

the source of the funds: “vote for,” “vote against,” “elect,” “defeat,” “support,” “reject,”

“cast your ballot for” or “Smith for Congress.”

“Fourth-generation west Michigander, steadfast conservative leader. In Congress, Peter
Meijer always puts west Michigan first,” the ad’s narrator says.

“That’s why he’s fighting against the liberal policies that are failing our nation, fighting
for increased domestic energy production to lower gas prices and fighting to stop
Biden’s reckless tax increases on our families. Call Peter Meijer. Ask him to keep up the
fight for west Michigan,” the ad continues.

This was the only ad buy the Chamber reported making between April and October of
2022, although its YouTube page includes ads that summer thanking then-Rep. Rodney
Davis (R-Ill.) for his work on energy and taxes posted two weeks before he lost his

primary to a Trump-backed incumbent, and praising Sen. Joe Manchin (I-W.Va.), who
was serving as a Democrat at the time and was not up for reelection that cycle.

“The U.S. Chamber is in a constant state of raising money, endorsing candidates, and
engaging in issue advocacy to advance our priorities and the efforts of elected officials
who champion them,” the Chamber spokesperson told The Hill.

Linguistic limbo is a common practice for dark money groups to circumvent disclosure
requirements. Groups can run issue ads that praise or attack candidates without
disclosing their donors, so long as they don’t invoke the “magic words.”

Dark money groups and politically-involved nonprofits are also increasingly donating to
super PACs or spending money on issues ads that don't have to be disclosed to the FEC,
Massoglia said, which makes it more difficult to track the ultimate source of dark funds
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flowing into elections.

Meijer would go on to lose the GOP primary three weeks after the Chamber endorsed
him. While he ran for the Michigan Senate GOP nomination this election cycle, he
dropped out in April.

Only two House Republicans who voted to impeach Trump for his actions on Jan. 6
remain in Congress.

Chamber falls under specific disclosure rules

As a 501(c)(6) tax-exempt nonprofit, the Chamber is not legally obligated to disclose its
list of members or the source of any donations or dues it receives, although it does
have to file an annual report to the IRS with top-line totals.

The Chamber takes in and spends a lot of money each year: It reported nearly $210

million in revenue in 2022 on its most recent Form 990, and OpenSecrets found the
group spent more than $81 million on federal lobbying that year.

The Chamber also weighs into elections, although critics say its political operation is
less potent than it was before the 2020 election cycle, when it endorsed 23 first-term
Democrats for reelection, enraging and alienating many of its traditional allies in the
Republican Party.

The Chamber also endorsed Meijer in October 2020 but did not report any
“electioneering communications” mentioning Meijer after that endorsement or post any
ads mentioning Meijer on its YouTube page.

Ghosh described the emails as one of “the rare instances where you do see what's
happening on the inside and how a group is making the buys it's making.”

“There’s always the machinery behind it. But because of the lack of transparency
around these groups, you never get to see that machinery,” Ghosh added.

Hank Meijer previously accused of obscuring

donations

Hank Meijer has previously been accused of obscuring donations to a political group
supporting his son.
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In October 2020, just a few weeks before the 2020 general election, CLC filed a
complaint against Montcalm LLC, which contributed $150,000 to the Congressional
Leadership Fund, a super PAC aligned with Republican congressional leadership, less
than two weeks after incorporating.

The campaign finance watchdog alleged the ultimate source of the funds, which was
later revealed to be Hank Meijer, funneled them through a “straw donor” to obscure
their involvement.

Montcalm LLC donated another $100,000 to the super PAC on the day the complaint
was filed.

After CLC filed the complaint, Truscott told MLive that Meijer had made the donation
“with the full expectation that his name would be made public.”

The Congressional Leadership Fund ultimately attributed both contributions from

Montcalm LLC to Hank Meijer on reports filed to the FEC. The super PAC spent nearly

$1.2 million that cycle against Peter Meijer's Democratic opponent, according to
OpenSecrets.

The FEC dismissed CLC's complaint last month after concluding “[Hank] Meijer was the

true source of the contribution purportedly made in Montcalm’s name, and Meijer
should have been disclosed as the true contributor at the time of making the
contribution.”

Ghosh called the FEC's decision to dismiss the complaint “inexplicable given their
finding.”

“It sets terrible incentives for others to do the same to avoid disclosure,” said Ghosh.

Fight over disclosure rules

Both Democratic and Republican groups benefit from dark money contributions and
spending, including House and Senate party leadership-aligned super PACs that rake in
tens of millions of dollars from undisclosed sources each cycle.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.1.), a leading advocate for the disclosure of dark money
pouring into elections, told The Hill that the identity of billionaires spending to influence
elections is “information voters deserve to know, especially when that billionaire is a
candidate’s own father.”

“The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is doing the dirty work of billionaires and Big Oil via a
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massive litigation, lobbying, and electoral spending operation intended to influence the
federal government. The Chamber regularly dumps dark money into American
elections to sink candidates who support fighting climate change and growing the
middle class,” Whitehouse told The Hill.

“Senator Whitehouse has a long history of only objecting to spending when he doesn’t
agree with the message or source,” a Chamber spokesperson told The Hill.

Whitehouse has consistently reintroduced the DISCLOSE Act, which, among other
provisions, would compel dark money groups that donate to super PACs or spend on

communications that refer to a federal candidate to disclose contributions topping
$10,000. The Senate version of the bill has 51 Democratic and independent co-
sponsors, and the House version has 156 Democratic co-sponsors.

But as recently as 2021, the Supreme Court has ruled disclosure requirements infringe
upon nonprofit donors’ First Amendment right to free speech.

In July 2021, the Supreme Court ruled that a nonprofit donor disclosure requirement in
California was unconstitutional. Chief Justice John Roberts said in the majority opinion

that it would have a chilling effect on donors who may be deterred if their names were
made public.

“California’s disclosure requirement imposes a widespread burden on donors’
associational rights, and this burden cannot be justified on the ground that the regime
is narrowly tailored to investigating charitable wrongdoing, or that the State’s interest
in administrative convenience is sufficiently important,” Roberts wrote.
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Lawmakers still benefitting from share trading in

defense stocks

Apr 2, 2024 ... A series of insider trading scandals forced a reluctant Congress finally to
pass the STOCK Act, making it illegal for lawmakers to trade on ...

https://schiff.house.gov/news/press-releases/congressman-schiff-bipartisan-group-
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introduces-act-to-ban-members-of-congress-and-their-families-from-trading-individual-

stocks

Congressman Schiff, Bipartisan Group Introduces

Act to Ban ...

Jan 12,2023 ... “It is illegal for Members of Congress to knowingly trade, buy, or sell
stocks based on inside information learned during the course of their ...

https://www.ossoff.senate.qov/press-releases/sens-ossoff-kelly-introduce-bill-banning-

stock-trading-by-members-of-congress-2/

Sens. Ossoff, Kelly Introduce Bill Banning Stock
Trading by ...

Sep 12, 2023 ... “Members of Congress should not be playing the stock market while
we make Federal policy and have extraordinary access to confidential ...

https://issueone.ora/solutions/policy-solution-stopping-members-of-congress-from-

trading-stocks/

Stopping members of Congress from trading

stocks - Issue One

Legislators receive classified information to make better decisions for the health and
welfare of the public. Yet, all-too-often, they leverage this insider ...

https://campaignleqal.org/update/stock-act-failed-effort-stop-insider-trading-conqgress
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The STOCK Act: The Failed Effort to Stop Insider

Trading in Congress

Feb 18, 2022 ... Congress passed the Stop Trading on Congressional Knowledge Act
(STOCK Act) in 2012, following more than 10 years of allegations of insider ...

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/09/13/us/politics/conqgress-stock-trading-
investigation.html

Stock Trades Reported by Nearly a Fifth of

Congress Show Possible ...

Sep 13, 2022 ... Like everyone else, members of Congress are subject to laws against
insider trading. Even knowledge that would fall short of the legal ...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020 congressional insider trading scandal

2020 congressional insider trading scandal -
Wikipedia

2020 congressional insider trading scandal ... The Department of Justice (DOJ) initiated
a probe into the stock transactions on March 30, 2020. No charges were ...
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Insider Trading by Members of Congress - Boston

University

May 17, 2023 ... While Congress passed the STOCK Act in 2012 as an attempt to combat
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2020 congressional insider trading scandal -
Wikipedia

2020 congressional insider trading scandal ... The Department of Justice (DQJ) initiated
a probe into the stock transactions on March 30, 2020. No charges were ...

https://www.bu.edu/rbfl/2023/05/17/insider-trading-by-members-of-congress/

Insider Trading by Members of Congress - Boston

University

May 17, 2023 ... While Congress passed the STOCK Act in 2012 as an attempt to combat
congressional insider trading, the STOCK Act is widely regarded as a failed ...

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3504

S.3504 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Banning

Insider Trading in ...

Summary of S.3504 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Banning Insider Trading in
Congress Act.

https://www.npr.orq/2024/06/06/nx-s1-4974720/conqgress-stock-trades-profits

Stock traders are trying to beat the market — by

copying lawmakers

4 days ago ... More than 10 years after Congress passed laws ...
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THE DON SAYS KAMALA'S ‘ENTIRE POLITICAL CAREER

BASED ON SUCKING WILLIE BROWN'S DING DONG AND

PANDERING TO BIG TECH OLIGARCHS’

Bysenateinv6 August 13, 2024

Trump calls Harris ‘a bum’ and ‘a failed vice president’ During a speech in West Palm
Beach, Florida, the former president told attendees that Harris would bring “crazy San
Francisco liberal values” to the White House. By Jake Traylor, Alexandra Marquez and
Lindsey Pipia WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — Former President Donald Trump attacked
Vice...
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Read More THE DON SAYS KAMALA'S ‘ENTIRE POLITICAL CAREER BASED ON SUCKING
WILLIE BROWN'S DING DONG AND PANDERING TO BIG TECH OLIGARCHS'

TESLA CARS START FIRES THAT NOBODY CAN PUT OUT

Bysenateinvé September 13, 2024

It took 50,000 gallons of water to put out Tesla Semi fire in California, US agency says
FILE - A Tesla logo is shown on Feb. 27, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson,
File) Musk inflames politically tense moments, raising worries... WASHINGTON (AP) —
California firefighters had to douse a flaming battery in...

Read More TESLA CARS START FIRES THAT NOBODY CAN PUT OUT

REPUBLICANS ASK WHY DEMOCRATS ARE SO FIXATED ON

STICKING THEIR WEINERS IN GUYS BUTTHOLES

Bysenateinvé September 27, 2024

Laura Loomer, Donald Trump and JD Vance claim that Kamala's fixation for supporting
extreme sex policy comes from Willie Brown constantly slipping his sausage up her
butthole. J]_D_V Democrats really, really want guys to cut off their dicks and act like girls
(Being ‘Trans’) so that they have a wider selection of butt holes...

Read More REPUBLICANS ASK WHY DEMOCRATS ARE SO FIXATED ON STICKING THEIR
WEINERS IN GUYS BUTTHOLES

ELON MUSK, AND HIS PARTNERS, BOUGHT ALL OF THE

LAWYERS, BRIBED ALL OF THE POLITICIANS AND CYBER-

ATTACKED ALL OF HIS COMPETITORS

Bysenateinvé6 June 16, 2024

ELON MUSK, AND HIS PARTNERS, BOUGHT ALL OF THE CORRUPT BIG TECH LAWYERS,
BRIBED ALL OF THE POLITICIANS AND CYBER-ATTACKED ALL OF HIS COMPETITORS -
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MUSK GETS AWAY WITH ALL HIS DIRTY DEEDS BECAUSE HE OWNS ALL OF THE PEOPLE
THAT ARE SUPPOSED TO STOP HIM! https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/tesla-
autopilot-crashes-police-patrol-car-fullerton/3436547/ Tesla on Autopilot crashes into
police patrol...

Read More ELON MUSK, AND HIS PARTNERS, BOUGHT ALL OF THE LAWYERS, BRIBED
ALL OF THE POLITICIANS AND CYBER-ATTACKED ALL OF HIS COMPETITORS

MAKE IT A 15+ YEAR PRISON FELONY FOR BILLIONAIRES TO

SPEND EVEN ONE DIME ON POLITICS

Bysenateinv6 April 25, 2024

World's billionaires should pay minimum 2% wealth tax, say G20 ministers... Regular
folks are simply game board pieces for billionaires to play with. Democracy is just a play
thing for Larry Page, Mark Zuckerberg, Eric Schmidt and Elon Musk. theguardian.com »
commentisfree » 2022 » may » 23 » americas-billionaire-class-is... America’s billionaire
class is funding...

Read More MAKE IT A 15+ YEAR PRISON FELONY FOR BILLIONAIRES TO SPEND EVEN
ONE DIME ON POLITICS

NOBODY IN USA CAN AFFORD HOMES, GROCERIES OR GAS

- AMERICA IS FAILING THANKS TO YOU-KNOW-WHO

Bysenateinvé April 9, 2024

I've covered California’s homeless since before the word was used. This is the hellscape
of housing nightmares that the Obama-Biden team left the world with... Biden's
America: 40% Of Renters Think They'll Never Own A Home, Up From 27% Last Year
Inflation has not fallen in a single month since Biden’s term began (the closest...
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THE DOUBLE-DEALING BASTARDS OF THE U.S. CONGRESS ARE SCREWING OVER CITIZENS WITH THEIR CRONYISMMembers of Congress Take Lobbyist Jobs Paying as Much as $4 MillionIt pays for lawmakers to swing through the revolving door and join the ranks of influence peddlers.

Lee Fang

The revolving door in Washington is perhaps the most pernicious form of corruption. It is illegal for incumbents to receive direct financial rewards from the interest groups that lobby them daily. But financial rewards are often delayed until retirement. While serving, members angle for high-paid private sector positions, trading favors and votes for a future career after working as an elected official. A member of Congress earning a $174,000 salary can multiply that by retiring and taking a position with a lobbying firm or corporate interest.

In other words, a powerful incentive keeping many lawmakers loyal to special interest groups is the hope of one day swapping roles.

The influence-peddling world is filled with scores of former lawmakers. However, few disclose how much they earn in the private sector. Over a decade ago, I wrote about this dynamic using existing public disclosures. Recent headlines about lawmakers rushing to join the ranks of K Street are a reminder that little has changed.

I combed through existing tax records, corporate annual reports, and ethics filings to show the known salaries of recent revolving door lawmakers.

 

Former Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Michigan: $987,337

Rogers oversaw intelligence issues for years, including a stint as chair of the House Intelligence Committee. In 2014, he left elected office and began consulting for various intelligence contractors. These relationships were not public until a few months ago when he began running for U.S. Senate. His disclosures showed that over a nearly two-year period, he collected $1,974,674 from consulting with IronNet, Nokia, D-Wave Systems, Mitre Corporation, SAP National Security Systems, and other contractors.

 

Former Rep. Jim Nussle, R-Iowa: $2,633,557

Nussle served as a lawmaker from 1991-2007 and then as the Director of the Office of Management and Budget for two years. In 2014, he was hired to lead the Credit Union National Association, a lobby group for credit unions. The organization recently rebranded as America’s Credit Unions.

 

Former Sen. Ken Salazar, D-Colorado: $3,489,255

Salazar was elected to the Senate in 2004. He left his first term early to become Secretary of the Interior. After the Obama administration, Salazar joined the law firm WilmerHale as a partner. He worked for several oil and gas interests, including Anadarko, Chevron, and ConocoPhillips. He also advised Facebook and Water Asset Management, a New York hedge fund famous for buying water rights across western lands. He left private practice to join the Biden administration as ambassador to Mexico.

 

Former Rep. Pat Tiberi, R-Ohio: ​​$1,046,747

Tiberi was elected in 1992 and served for twenty-six years in Congress. He left to lead the Ohio Business Roundtable, a trade group representing large business interests such as Amazon, Google, Cintas, and Cardinal Health.

$800,000 wire transfer from billionaire donor to US Chamber raises curtain on dark moneyby Taylor Giorno 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce received an $800,000 wire transfer from billionaire donor Hank Meijer days after it endorsed his son, then-Rep. Peter Meijer (R-Mich.), in a contentious 2022 primary, according to previously unreported internal emails reviewed by The Hill.Within days of the transfer, the Chamber spent $381,000 on “Media Advertisement – Energy and Taxes – Mentioning Rep. Peter Meijer,” according to a report filed with the Federal Election Commission (FEC).

But because the ad — titled “Thank you, Rep. Peter Meijer” — does not explicitly advocate for his election or defeat, the pro-business lobbying giant did not have to legally disclose the donation from Hank Meijer, the co-chair and CEO of the Meijer chain of superstores. It also did not have to disclose any other potential contributions behind the $1.8 million it told the FEC it spent on “electioneering communications” that cycle.

Emails obtained by The Hill lay out the timeline of the endorsement, donation and ad buy just weeks before the Aug. 2, 2022, House GOP primary in Michigan. Campaign finance experts told The Hill that the emails pull back the curtain on a surge of “dark money” in U.S. elections, spending where the ultimate source of the money is not publicly disclosed.

“They’re exploiting a legal loophole to help them conceal the sources of election spending in this race,” said Saurav Ghosh, director of federal campaign finance reform at the nonprofit watchdog Campaign Legal Center (CLC), which filed a complaint during the 2020 cycle alleging an individual later identified as Hank Meijer tried to obscure separate donations by using a limited liability corporation (LLC) to donate to another super PAC supporting his son.

“And they’re doing it in a very sophisticated way, but ultimately the voters suffer as a result,” Ghosh added.

Nonprofits such as the Chamber are not legally required to publicly disclose their donors. The Supreme Court recently ruled nonprofit disclosure requirements violated donors’ First Amendment rights and risk deterring donors who don’t want their names to be public.

Under federal campaign finance law, however, it is illegal for a campaign and spender to coordinate on so-called “independent expenditures” — election communications such as an ad. But the involvement of a candidate’s family member is not de facto coordination, campaign finance experts told The Hill, and so long as the group does not coordinate with the candidate, campaign or its agents on an endorsement, or spending touting that endorsement, they would legally be in the clear.

Both the Chamber and John Truscott, a Meijer family spokesman, insisted the donation complied with all applicable laws. But neither the Chamber nor Truscott answered specific questions about the timing of or discussion around the donation, the terms of the contribution and how that money was used.

“The personal contribution made two years ago to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Voter Education Fund was in full accordance with all laws and regulations,” Truscott told The Hill.

A Chamber spokesperson told The Hill that the organization “operates consistent with all applicable campaign finance laws, including restrictions related to coordinated activities and requirements around donor disclosure” and “timely reported this advertisement to the FEC, providing all information required by law.”

But the timing of the donation so soon after the endorsement “raises some serious questions” about the arrangement between the Chamber and Hank Meijer, said Anna Massoglia, a dark money expert and the editorial and investigations manager at the nonpartisan money-in-politics tracking nonprofit OpenSecrets.

“It is not unheard of for the parents of candidates to fund super PACs or other outside groups that spend in support of their children, and it is perfectly legal so long as disclosure and coordination rules are followed,” Massoglia said.

“The biggest question … would be what agreements, if any, are in place behind the scenes with this. Is this explicitly giving money for an endorsement or their support? Or was this a big coincidence that the timing was so close?”

Ghosh, Massoglia and other campaign finance experts argue the status quo of dark money disclosure hurts everyday citizens who are unable to see the people behind the massive campaigns or see evidence about their motives.

“That’s the essential problem with political activity by these entities: They’re a black box,” Ghosh said.

While unprecedented sums of dark money poured into the 2022 election, the 2024 election is on track to set a new record.

More than $210 million in dark money contributions have already been funneled into political groups during the 2024 election cycle, according to Massoglia. That’s up from $170 million at the same point during the 2022 election cycle and more than double the amount tracked at this point in the 2020 election cycle.

“It’s important for voters to be able to have information about who’s funding groups that are spending to influence their vote or influence their opinions generally, so that they can better evaluate the information they’re consuming from those groups,” Massoglia told The Hill.

Voters “may trust the Chamber because of its reputation as a pro-business group, as a trade association, and not realize who all is actually behind [an ad],” she added.

How the Chamber came to back MeijerPeter Meijer was in a tough spot.

One of 10 House Republicans who had voted to impeach former President Trump for “incitement of insurrection” on Jan. 6, 2021, he faced a Trump-endorsed challenger in the GOP primary in early August 2022.

Against the backdrop of this heated primary, the Chamber endorsed Meijer on July 11, a Monday.

The Meijer company is a member of the Chamber, and Hank Meijer is a member through his business, Truscott, the Meijer family spokesperson, told The Hill. The company is also a member of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce and the Indiana Chamber of Commerce.

On the morning of Friday, July 15, John Van Fossen, vice president of government relations for the Meijer company, sent an email to Neil Bradley, the U.S. Chamber’s chief policy officer.

“Everything is being processed,” Van Fossen said.

That afternoon, a Chamber staffer sent Bradley an email that said, “Hank Meijer’s office called me an hour ago — they are wiring in $800k Monday. This will be for VE — correct?” referencing the Voter Education Fund.

“Correct.” Bradley responded.

Late Monday, July 18, in an email with the subject line “Contribution Form – H.G. Meyer/Meijer,” Nancy Duchaine, an associate at Greenville Partners — an organization that supports the Meijer family’s financial and philanthropic endeavors — emailed the Chamber to say, “Our approver was held up in meetings today so you will see this come through tomorrow.”

“Attached is the contribution form to accompany the $800,000 donation wired out earlier today,” Duchaine had sent in an email earlier that evening.

The following morning, a Chamber staffer sent Bradley an email with the messages that said, “800k confirmed in writing below.”

“thx,” Bradley responded.

A few days later, on Thursday, July 21, the Chamber started running an ad on energy and tax issues that mentions Peter Meijer.

Bradley, Van Fossen, Duchaine and Peter Meijer did not respond to requests for comment.

The Chamber’s adThe ad praises Peter Meijer but stops short of using the eight specific words and phrases established in the Supreme Court’s 1976 decision in Buckley v. Valeo that would require the Chamber to report the ad as an independent expenditure, and thus disclose the source of the funds: “vote for,” “vote against,” “elect,” “defeat,” “support,” “reject,” “cast your ballot for” or “Smith for Congress.”

“Fourth-generation west Michigander, steadfast conservative leader. In Congress, Peter Meijer always puts west Michigan first,” the ad’s narrator says.

“That’s why he’s fighting against the liberal policies that are failing our nation, fighting for increased domestic energy production to lower gas prices and fighting to stop Biden’s reckless tax increases on our families. Call Peter Meijer. Ask him to keep up the fight for west Michigan,” the ad continues.

This was the only ad buy the Chamber reported making between April and October of 2022, although its YouTube page includes ads that summer thanking then-Rep. Rodney Davis (R-Ill.) for his work on energy and taxes posted two weeks before he lost his primary to a Trump-backed incumbent, and praising Sen. Joe Manchin (I-W.Va.), who was serving as a Democrat at the time and was not up for reelection that cycle.

“The U.S. Chamber is in a constant state of raising money, endorsing candidates, and engaging in issue advocacy to advance our priorities and the efforts of elected officials who champion them,” the Chamber spokesperson told The Hill.

Linguistic limbo is a common practice for dark money groups to circumvent disclosure requirements. Groups can run issue ads that praise or attack candidates without disclosing their donors, so long as they don’t invoke the “magic words.”

Dark money groups and politically-involved nonprofits are also increasingly donating to super PACs or spending money on issues ads that don’t have to be disclosed to the FEC, Massoglia said, which makes it more difficult to track the ultimate source of dark funds flowing into elections.

Meijer would go on to lose the GOP primary three weeks after the Chamber endorsed him. While he ran for the Michigan Senate GOP nomination this election cycle, he dropped out in April.

Only two House Republicans who voted to impeach Trump for his actions on Jan. 6 remain in Congress.

Chamber falls under specific disclosure rulesAs a 501(c)(6) tax-exempt nonprofit, the Chamber is not legally obligated to disclose its list of members or the source of any donations or dues it receives, although it does have to file an annual report to the IRS with top-line totals.

The Chamber takes in and spends a lot of money each year: It reported nearly $210 million in revenue in 2022 on its most recent Form 990, and OpenSecrets found the group spent more than $81 million on federal lobbying that year.

The Chamber also weighs into elections, although critics say its political operation is less potent than it was before the 2020 election cycle, when it endorsed 23 first-term Democrats for reelection, enraging and alienating many of its traditional allies in the Republican Party.

The Chamber also endorsed Meijer in October 2020 but did not report any “electioneering communications” mentioning Meijer after that endorsement or post any ads mentioning Meijer on its YouTube page.

Ghosh described the emails as one of “the rare instances where you do see what’s happening on the inside and how a group is making the buys it’s making.”

“There’s always the machinery behind it. But because of the lack of transparency around these groups, you never get to see that machinery,” Ghosh added.

Hank Meijer previously accused of obscuring donationsHank Meijer has previously been accused of obscuring donations to a political group supporting his son.

In October 2020, just a few weeks before the 2020 general election, CLC filed a complaint against Montcalm LLC, which contributed $150,000 to the Congressional Leadership Fund, a super PAC aligned with Republican congressional leadership, less than two weeks after incorporating.

The campaign finance watchdog alleged the ultimate source of the funds, which was later revealed to be Hank Meijer, funneled them through a “straw donor” to obscure their involvement.

Montcalm LLC donated another $100,000 to the super PAC on the day the complaint was filed.

After CLC filed the complaint, Truscott told MLive that Meijer had made the donation “with the full expectation that his name would be made public.”

The Congressional Leadership Fund ultimately attributed both contributions from Montcalm LLC to Hank Meijer on reports filed to the FEC. The super PAC spent nearly $1.2 million that cycle against Peter Meijer’s Democratic opponent, according to OpenSecrets.

The FEC dismissed CLC’s complaint last month after concluding “[Hank] Meijer was the true source of the contribution purportedly made in Montcalm’s name, and Meijer should have been disclosed as the true contributor at the time of making the contribution.”

Ghosh called the FEC’s decision to dismiss the complaint “inexplicable given their finding.”

“It sets terrible incentives for others to do the same to avoid disclosure,” said Ghosh.

Fight over disclosure rulesBoth Democratic and Republican groups benefit from dark money contributions and spending, including House and Senate party leadership-aligned super PACs that rake in tens of millions of dollars from undisclosed sources each cycle.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), a leading advocate for the disclosure of dark money pouring into elections, told The Hill that the identity of billionaires spending to influence elections is “information voters deserve to know, especially when that billionaire is a candidate’s own father.”

“The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is doing the dirty work of billionaires and Big Oil via a massive litigation, lobbying, and electoral spending operation intended to influence the federal government. The Chamber regularly dumps dark money into American elections to sink candidates who support fighting climate change and growing the middle class,” Whitehouse told The Hill.

“Senator Whitehouse has a long history of only objecting to spending when he doesn’t agree with the message or source,” a Chamber spokesperson told The Hill.

Whitehouse has consistently reintroduced the DISCLOSE Act, which, among other provisions, would compel dark money groups that donate to super PACs or spend on communications that refer to a federal candidate to disclose contributions topping $10,000. The Senate version of the bill has 51 Democratic and independent co-sponsors, and the House version has 156 Democratic co-sponsors.

But as recently as 2021, the Supreme Court has ruled disclosure requirements infringe upon nonprofit donors’ First Amendment right to free speech.

In July 2021, the Supreme Court ruled that a nonprofit donor disclosure requirement in California was unconstitutional. Chief Justice John Roberts said in the majority opinion that it would have a chilling effect on donors who may be deterred if their names were made public.

“California’s disclosure requirement imposes a widespread burden on donors’ associational rights, and this burden cannot be justified on the ground that the regime is narrowly tailored to investigating charitable wrongdoing, or that the State’s interest in administrative convenience is sufficiently important,” Roberts wrote.
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Lawmakers still benefitting from share trading in defense stocksApr 2, 2024 … A series of insider trading scandals forced a reluctant Congress finally to pass the STOCK Act, making it illegal for lawmakers to trade on …



https://schiff.house.gov/news/press-releases/congressman-schiff-bipartisan-group-introduces-act-to-ban-members-of-congress-and-their-families-from-trading-individual-stocks

Congressman Schiff, Bipartisan Group Introduces Act to Ban …Jan 12, 2023 … “It is illegal for Members of Congress to knowingly trade, buy, or sell stocks based on inside information learned during the course of their …



https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/press-releases/sens-ossoff-kelly-introduce-bill-banning-stock-trading-by-members-of-congress-2/

Sens. Ossoff, Kelly Introduce Bill Banning Stock Trading by …Sep 12, 2023 … “Members of Congress should not be playing the stock market while we make Federal policy and have extraordinary access to confidential …
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Stopping members of Congress from trading stocks – Issue OneLegislators receive classified information to make better decisions for the health and welfare of the public. Yet, all-too-often, they leverage this insider …
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The STOCK Act: The Failed Effort to Stop Insider Trading in CongressFeb 18, 2022 … Congress passed the Stop Trading on Congressional Knowledge Act (STOCK Act) in 2012, following more than 10 years of allegations of insider …
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2020 congressional insider trading scandal – Wikipedia2020 congressional insider trading scandal … The Department of Justice (DOJ) initiated a probe into the stock transactions on March 30, 2020. No charges were …
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